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Torque Wrench, Stat!! 
By Traveler 

Ever go to an open - casket funeral and view a body? Ever have 
the unpleasant task of identifying a body at the morgue? It's the 
second most unpleasant experience in the world. The most 
unpleasant experience is viewing your bike's engine with dismem-
bered pieces laying in a box or strewn all over a shop floor. It will 
bring the strongest man to his knees in uncontrollable weeping. 

Recently, I had such an experience for somewhere around the 23rd 
time of my riding career. Most of the time, it was someone else's 
bike and engine on some track somewhere. Typically, an engine 
blew because of a mechanical gremlin that resisted continuous 
operation at ranges of 7,000 to 12,000 RPM. The emotional 
impact is nowhere close to what you feel when it's your own bike 
and your own cherished engine. You bond a lot closer to some-
thing you've paid for with your own money and enjoyed having 
between your legs for so many, many hours. 

Now, when a loved one is ill, we promptly take them to the doctor 
or the emergency ward for a diagnosis and treatment. So...when 
my new scooter, with all of 1,200 miles on it, got sick, I took it to 
the dealer, suspecting something serious. If nothing else, I know 
engine noises. Good ones and bad ones. A motorcycle can make 
more strange noises than any other machine known to man. Each 
noise is the scooter's way of saying "Help! Something's wrong 
with me. Get me some help!!" 

I was met in the emergency ward, or dealer service department, by 
Doctor Barry Kane, Chief of Interns, who filled out all of the 
paperwork for the admission. They were going to keep her 
overnight for tests and evaluations. I signed the papers and left, 
with the patient committed, and went home to console her brothers 
and sisters who were sitting alone in the garage wondering if 
they'd ever see her again. 

A few days later, the phone rings and it's Dr. Davy Langguth who 
is an internal combustion specialist at the hospital. Dr. Davy's 
diagnosis was serious. He asked if the (Continued on page 6) 
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President's Corner 
Extra! Extra! Read all about it. 
There is a possibility that you will find TOP CATS listed in the 
Transportation Section of the Chicago Tribune on June 21st (That's 
Fathers Day). According to an ad requesting information about 
Motor Cycle Organizations discovered by none other that our 
Publicity Chairman John "the COACH" Eliasak (good job) in the 
Chicago Tribune on Sunday May 10th (That's Mother's Day), they 
(the TRIB) want to publish a list of clubs on a first come, first 
served, space permitting basis. Now that's exciting. We will be 
responding before their May 29th deadline (That's Kids Day-Just 
kidding, but when you're on a roll)(and maybe we all qualify as 
just big kids) with as much information as possible, as quickly as 
possible, including this news letter, past newsletters, Charity ride 
sponsorship brochure and a Letter of Introduction, and any other 
spiffy, creative information we can conjure up between now and 
then, all scrutinized by the writing wizard Wayne "TRAVELER" 
Kirkpatrick. So keepyour eyes peeled for that Sunday's Tribune, 
your fingers crossed, and hope we get in. 

EXTRA! EXTRA! Picnic Planned. 
We havelift off for the picnic. The Esmans' have graciously offered 
their place for our Annual TOP CATS FAMILY Picnic on Sunday 
July 26th at 1:00PM. As I understand, they have about five acres 
where we may play, a swimming pool where we can cool off, and a 
place where we can feast to our hearts content. PLEASE let Tom, 
George Lax or myself know whether you and any of your family 
are going to be there or not. I will have a sign up sheet at the next 
meeting. The directions to find their place are simple and straight 
forward. From Lake-Cook Road (Main Street) and Route 59 
(Hough Street) in Barrington, proceed west on Lake-Cook past the 
Barrington High School at Hart Rd. and past Barrington Hills 
Country Club (Both are on the North/Right side of Lake-Cook) to 
Three Lakes Rd. where you can only and will make a left turn (if 
you get to Brinker Rd. you missed it and went too far so swallow 
your pride and turn around to go back). On the left side of Three 
Lakes Rd. use either the second or third driveway to enter the 
property. 

THAT'S ALL FOR NOW FOLKS! THANX FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT! 

FLASH: Annual Picnic scheduled 
The Top Cats' annual Family Picnic will be held on 26 July, 

. 1:00 pm, at John Eliasik's place. Details to follow but block 
your calender for a good time on 26 July. 
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Founded 1994 Founder 

The type of motorcycle you ride 
isn't our concern...the type of 
person you are, IS! 
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Initial Cost 
$19,000.00 
400.00 
75.00 
150.00 
60.00 
150.00 
30.00 
35.00 
300.00 
200.00 
400.00 
450.00 
700.00 
300.00 
180.00 
80.00 
150.00 
95.00 
45.00 
40.00 
1,200.00 

Annual Cost 
$6,333.00 (over three years) 
133.00 
25.00 
50.00 

• 20.00 
50.00 
30.00 (lost each year) 
12.00 (dog chewed annually) 
100.00 

It 

Cost of Fun 
By Traveler 

I recently had the opportunity to get two tickets to a Bull's playoff game. The cost, from a good friend who couldn't make that 
game, was only $300.00 each for center court, second row seats. My first thought was "Who the hell would spend $600.00 for one 
weekend of entertainment?" I declined the tickets and everyone I've talked to since had the same reaction "You idiot!! You did what? What the hell were you thinking?" and on and on and on... 

One particularly confrontational friend had the nerve to point out that I probably spent more in fuel for motorcycles in a year, than 
the cost of those tickets. How obscene to even compare such expenditures! There aren't any tickets to any sports event, anywhere 
on earth that could even come close to the enjoyment you get from motorcycling. Besides, it's not all that expensive. Is it? 

Well, it got me thinking. So, I went to my home office (hammock in backyard), got a cup of coffee (can of Coors), prepared to do a massive research project (nap), and solve this question. 

You can argue any formula so my cost model has many arguable cost variables but, it's close to what I think the average biker 
spends on our exhilarating sport. The expenses start with a bike ranging anywhere from $11.000.00 to 26,000.00. We'll average it to $19K and add a bunch more: 

Motorcycle 
Jacket 
Vest 
Chaps 
Rain Suit 
Boots 
Hat 
Gloves 
Helmet 
Insurance 
Fuel (10,000 miles, 40 mpg, 1.60 per gallon) 
Maintenance (major @ $300.00, minor @ $150.00) 
Accessories (T - Bags, Chrome, etc.) 
Repairs (Tires, Battery, Oil Leaks, etc.) 
Riding Events (6 @ $30.00) 
T - Shirts, Pins, Patches 
Cleaning Material 
Club Dues 
Magazines 
License / Registration 
Major Trip (Sturgis, Reunion, etc.) 

Total 
$10,560.00 

Now, our average riding season is April to October. Realistically, it's mid April to, maybe, mid October, or six months if we're 
lucky. Of those six months, assume we ride all 29 weekends and 4 holidays. Add one weekday twice a month and one ten - day trip 
like Sturgis. We've got 84 days of riding, for our optimistic model. We'll use 75 days since few of us can ride with the frequency of twice every weekend. 

With annual expenses conservatively estimated at $10,560.00, our cost per riding day is a mere $140.00 or $280 per weekend. 
Granted, this is a very conservative number but, it is an estimated average. 

Of course, if you spend more on your sport, your daily cost will increase but, if you ride more often, your daily cost will be less. 
This proves, mathematically, scientifically, and beyond any doubt, that 

we all need to be riding more often. It's the most sensible, economic thing to do and,... it's cheaper than Bull's tickets... 
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Oil Spots 
By Traveler 

Mind Games. Here's a trick question for those road captain profes-
sionals. If you're in a group of 20 bikes and the lead pulls out 
from a stop and accelerates to 55 mph, how long before the Tail 
Gunner can catch the road captain? Answer: I don't know. I'm 
told however, that if the group follows the 2 second rule, the Tail 
Gunner will be setting in the same spot, revving his engine for 38 
seconds before he starts. Meanwhile, the Road Captain will be 
covering 81 ft/sec @ 55 mph and be 3,078' down the road before 
the Tail Gunner ever lets out his clutch. Now, if the Tail Gunner 
runs at 110 mph, he can catch the road captain in 38 seconds. If he 
only runs 80 mph, he will catch him in 84 seconds, if the road cap-
tain maintain 55 mph. Anyone got a calculator? 

Hand Signals. We seem to be pretty proficient as a group in group 
riding techniques, hand signals, etc. As we enter another great rid-
ing season, just a reminder, none of our approved hand signals 
involves the use of just one finger. 

Down. Excelsior - Henderson reported a loss of $5,872,731.00 or 
65 cents a share for '97. For 1996 they had a loss of $2,511,531. 
The first Excelsior - Henderson bikes, the Super X, are scheduled 
to hit the streets this fall through 55 dealerships, many of whom 
are Harley dealers. 

Up. On the other hand, Harley - Davidson, Inc was recently rated 
17th on the Wall Street Journal's list of top 25 companies with the 
best performing stock. 

Discount. Buell has leased a new building near their East Troy 
facility increasing their facility size to 70,000 ft. They have also 
lowered the price of a '98 M2 Cyclone by $1,000. The new price 
is $8,399. 

New Gizmo. For those with H-D Baggers, and money, Harley has 
a new set of mirrors out. They are FLHT fairing - mounted mir-
rors featuring convex glass with laser etched Bar & Shield logos. 
They fit on the fairing, are adjustable, and replace the handlebar 
mounted mirrors. If you're interested, they're about $60.00 a pair. 
Check 'ern out in the new Parts and Accessories catalog supple-
ment or order part number 91945-98. 

Veterans. For our Veterans, there's a group of riders out of New 
Lennox, Illinois that is Vet oriented. Known as the American 
Veterans Motorcycle Riders Association, they can be reached at 
www.avmrail.com  or P.O. Box 232, New Lennox, IL 60415 

One or Two? Dual fire vs. single fire ignition. Harley's Evo engine 
typically uses dual fire ignition. This.year the Injected Evos and 
the new high - performance Sportster use single fire ignition. The 
difference between the two types of ignition is a bit complex to 
explain in a short column but, in simple terms, dual fire lites up 
both plugs simultaneously, with one cylinder under compression 
and the other on intake or exhaust stroke. It's often argued that 
dual fire causes hotter running, mixture inaccuracy, and reduced 
volumetric efficiency. All of these factors can account for reduced 
gas mileage and they are directly attributable to rough idling. 
Watch for H-D to go to single fire ignition for all Evos in the 
future. 

Vision. Did you know that your peripheral vision actually dimin-
ishes with speed? Normal peripheral vision encompasses 180 
degrees when stationary. At 20 mph, it narrows to 104 degrees. 
At 60 mph, it drops to 42 degrees. The faster you go, the less you 

can see what's coming at you from the side. Now, imagine the 
Daytona 200 at 160 mph down the front straight 

Blind. Visual acuity after dark decreases. (Duh) As we reach age 
50, most of us see up to 60% less at night than the average 21 year 
old. Daytime sight of 24/40, which is good enough to get a 
license, may be as poor as 20/200 at night. 

Yawn. Drinking alcohol and riding isn't smart. We know that. 
Riding tired isn't either. If you lose your focus, or you start to 
doze while riding, it's called driving while impaired by the courts. 
Trust me, you can fall asleep while riding. 

Macho Men. San Francisco Police Department just went back to 
Harley's after a 20 year hiatus. The 20 new Road Kings will come 
out of Harley's 1998 production goal of 145,000 bikes, up from 
131,000 last year. 

Sales. H-D still maintains that there will be a viable market for 
their production goal of 200,000 units by their 200th Anniversary 
in 2003. 

Road Tip. Racers wear tear offs which are layers of thin plastic 
covers on goggles or face shields that easily tear off when dirty 
giving a better view. You can do the same thing with something 
like Saran Wrap on your windscreen to keep the bugs from piling 
up. When your windscreen is all splattered, just peel off the Saran 
Wrap and voila, you can keep your bugs fresh until you're really 
hungry. 

• 

NEWS FLASH 
Top Cats Second Annual Fall Charity Ride is starting to become a 
reality! Please make sure to attend the next meeting at O'Traina's 
on June 2nd and get all the latest details! 

We are looking for sponsors for our Fall Ride Think about people 
or business that you know that might be interested and pick up a 
Sponsor Booklet for them at the meeting Think about your own 
business, couldn't you use some advertising while supporting your 
Club too? If you have questions, please contact Tom Malia. 

Bard Boand will have the raffle tickets and will be checking them 
out to members to sell. Grand Prize is the generous contribution of 
Carl Hart of a BaJa self-contained "4 Person" Spa. O'Traina's has 
donated four dinners and there is a cash prize of $100. Tickets are 
$5 a piece and you can get five tickets for $20. 

THANKS to Barry Hulden for the great ideas and printing job on 
the event materials and THANK YOU to Jordan Glazov for mak-
ing it all possible by his generous contribution covering the print-
ing costs. THANKS also to Jim Hudmon for his cash contribu-
tion to get the Fall Charity Ride Fund off and running... 

Ride Safe and see you on the 2nd ! 

Sandy Vernon 
Charity Events 
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Brothers and Sisters... 
By Traveler 

There are a number of things that just make you feel good; good 
friends, motorcycling, great weather, food, music, and charity. By 
these measures, we had 18 bikes and about 20 riders who must 
have been feeling real good after the Little Angels Charity Ride 
on May 17. 

We met at the Main Street Cafe in Wauconda, ate breakfast, 
admired Rob Mann's new Bagger, Barry Hulden's new Bagger, 
Charlie Ensslin's new Road Glide, new paint jobs, new chrome, 
and all the associated biker gadgetry. After a few photo opportuni-
ties, Charlie Ensslin, our Road Captain, promptly got us rolling at 
9:00 am. On to Elgin! 

The trip to Elgin was uneventful and, once again, it was great to 
ride with friends, in formation, without worrying about the experi-
ence level of the rider in front of you, behind you, or leading you. 
The more miles you spend together, the closer you get as a group. 
No matter who you stop next to, you have something more in com-
mon than you would with a stranger. At any fuel, or rest, stop with 
any other group, you'll typically hear things like "Hey, get me a 
soda, wouldja?", "Hey! He's leaving already" or "Anyone got any 
sun block?" With the Top Cats you hear"Anyone want anything to 
drink?", "Is everyone ready?" and, "Who wants some sun block?" 
Subtle, but significant, differences that make riding with Top Cats 
more like riding with family. 

Well, the "Family" rolled into Elgin close to 10:00 am, staged, 
signed up, hung out, and got ready for the 11:00 am start. At a 
place like this, just hanging out, you can tell a whole lot about your 
fellow riders. You have the planners; Virgo, who thought ahead 
and brought his three legged milking stool, Vince and Judy, who 
were planning the start with all the intensity of a tenured crew 
chief on race day, 0,f who had a one - gallon can of sun block, 
and Susan who stuffed a cooler with cold drinks in the saddle bag. 

Then there were those of us who didn't plan so well. The tempera-
ture was hot to partly hot and there I was in a leather jacket, sweat-
ing like a leaky Honda. Of course I was next to OJ who wore his 
leather jacket too, so I figured I was in good company at least. 

The burning sun, and high temps, really make you wonder why the 
majority of these people were wearing black. Maybe it's because 
you can't see sweat so easy on a black shirt. 

After pouring on some sun block, humbly borrowed from those 
who had the foresight to bring it, we got ready to ride. Now the 
Little Angels Ride has a short course of 80 miles and a long course 
of 108. Both courses are unmarked but they give you written direc-
tions, just like a rally sheet. It ain't easy to read fine print direc-
tions at 60 mph. 

We were going to ride the long course, stop at the Little Angels 
Home on the way, and return to the start for the food and party. At 
least that was the plan. 

Now, you've got to understand that we were suffering from a 
major loss of leadership without Prez Ric, VP, George Lax, or 
even, Ex Prez Rob who had departed. So...in response to some- 

one's question "Who's our Road Captain since Charlie left?" 
Virgo, sitting on his milk stool, looking just like the godfather, 
solved the problem with one word "Traveler." 

I was informed by rumor that I had been drafted by Virgo to lead. 
How difficult could it be? With 5,000 bikes, I'll just follow the 
one in front of me and hope that he isn't headed to Sturgis early. 
Besides, Susan's on the back and she could read the directions. No 
sweat. I should have been prepared. Besides not knowing the area, 
neither Susan nor I had any reading glasses. Thus, the directions 
were useless. The problem was, we discovered this after we got 
rolling. Great. I've got thirteen Top Cats behind me, can't read 
the directions, don't know the area, and I have no idea where I'm 
going. Well, when faced with imminent defeat, merely redefine 
victory. If we get lost it's just because I found a "better" route. 
Yeah, they'll buy that. 

Off we go, following the bikes in front of us. First major intersec-
tion, some riders went right, some straight. We followed the group 
going straight, not realizing that this was the short course. I fig-
ured if it was the 80 mile course, we could just make two laps and 
maybe no one would notice. 

I thought we were doing OK when the leader of the group we were 
following made a wrong turn and we all ended up doing a U turn 
on some farm road. The good thing was that when you do a U 
turn, you can see who all is behind you. I saw Sandy Vernon and 
remembered that she needed to stop for fuel. We had already 
passed the designate fuel point and I'm already thinking of excuses 
to explain to Sandy why we didn't stop for fuel. Suddenly, we 
came to a rest stop and a gas station. (See. Praying does help.) 

By now, Virgo realized that he made a major blunder. He has the 
wrong guy leading. It was clear that something was up when 
everyone had their directions out trying to figure out where we 
were. Brett, Sandy, and Cathy finally figured that we were on the 
short course, not the long course, and that we had passed the Little 
Angels' Home. 

Ever see a Road Captain get impeached? Brett bravely rescued the 
group, took control, and lead us on our way, for the first 75 feet. 
We pulled over to the side of the road and Brett asked "Is this the 
right way?" Comments like that don't instill great confidence in 
your Road Captain. By consensus, we agreed that there were 
enough bikes going by us that it must be the right way. Onward 
again. 

Now, skillfully lead by Brett, we were rolling again , on course, to 
the finish...we hoped. Then came highway 176. Sandy and Cathy 
turned on 176 to head home and, to the best of our knowledge, so 
did 30 other bikes. I wonder how far they all got before they fig-
ured that Sandy and Cathy were headed home? 

By now, the "Family" had dwindled to five riders. The others went 
home or were just fed up with wandering around the country side. 

Virgo, Brett, Jamie, Craig and Susan and I pulled into the finish, 
wondering where everyone else had gone. We found Vince and 
Judy who beat us to the food, enjoyed lunch and listened to a little 
music, compliments of the live band. Some of us walked around, 
some went back for seconds, and some went home to watch the 
Bull's game. Some of us don't like to walk, don't eat much, and 
know that the Bull's can win without us so we went riding. 
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(Torque,continued from page 1) symptoms came on gradually or 
all of a sudden? Uh oh! "What's wrong?," I pleaded. Dr. Davy 
was well practiced at breaking bad news to next of kin. He replied 
"Well...remember that engine you used to have? It went south 
faster than a flock of ducks in a hard Chicago winter." I told Dr. 
Davy that I'd be right there to see the patient, hung up the phone 
and sped to the hospital, er.. the dealer. 

Arriving out of breath, nervous, and gravely concerned, I was 
greeted by Dr. Barry who escorted me, as the next of kin, to visit 
the terminally ill patient. The walk to the patient, down long cor-
ridors and around strange looking diagnostic, and surgical equip-
ment, was long and silent. As I entered the room, I sensed the 
silent focus of all of the other attending physicians who were 
standing around watching my reaction. 

The scene was grim. She was laying there dismembered as I bent 
down and touched her frame. Her cables dangling loosely, her 
tank askew, with a gaping hole where her engine used to be. I 
whimpered and tried desperately to keep from weeping openly. 

In another room lies her engine, once a powerful, roaring, lively 
unit, full of life, but now cold and motionless, sprawled in a crude 
cardboard box, oil oozing from open orifices. I tried to hide a tear 
as it trickled down my face. I reached for a connecting rod but was 
stopped by Dr. Barry who said, "don't. There's nothing more we 
can do. It's all up to the Medical Examiner in Milwaukee to per-
form a detailed autopsy and determine the cause of death." 

I walked, dazed and stunned, back to the patient, leaving behind a 
sad array of cylinder heads, flywheels, cams, and pistons that had 
once given me many hours of joy. I was numb. She was so young 
and had such a bright future. 

Dr. Barry introduced me to Dr. Greg Suchomski, the resident 
Transplant Specialist in the Internal Combustion department. Dr. 
Greg was reassuring. He would perform the transplant with the 
skill he has developed over hundreds of similar operations, just as 
soon as the donor engine arrives. 

Weak kneed, and still in shock, I walked to the Admissions depart-
ment, reassured by Dr. Greg's cheerful and confident manner, that 
the patient would soon be up and running, literarily. He might 
even use a few steroids during the transplant. Great!! My only 
question was "When will she be fully recuperated?" Dr. Barry 
jumped in and said, "Of course, that all depends on when the 
donor engine arrives." His advice was to go home, rest, try not to 
think about what I had just seen, and leave it all up to them. 

Ten l0000ng days had passed since she got sick. I stopped by the 
hospital during visiting hours one afternoon to check on her. 
Surprisingly, the donor engine had arrived and the transplant had 
been successfully performed the night before. I suppose it's criti-
cal not to keep a donor engine waiting. 

I was led back to Recovery and there she was, looking healthy, 
beautiful, and all ready to go. Dr. Greg had performed an excellent 
transplant and there weren't even any scars normally associated 
with major surgery. His skill was unquestionable and the other 
doctors stood around admiring his work and beaming with the pro-
fessional pride of the world's best surgeons. 

I couldn't wait to get her released and consummate our relationship 
once again. I was already daydreaming about new destinations 
when in walked THE hospital Chief of Staff, Dr. Bob Suchomski. 
Dr. Bob sensed my excitement and cautioned me that a period of 
therapy was required. Go slow, and be gentle, for the first 500 
miles. I assured Doctors Bob, Greg, Davy, and Barry, that I'd be 

very gentle even though she was full of steroids now and capable 
of a bit more than before. 

Our first weekend together was fantastic. She was stronger than 
before and I was anxious to get her through therapy and fully 
recovered. Only a few more miles left until I can really test the 
effects of the transplant and the steroids they gave her. 

My entire family is grateful to the doctors and staff for their skill, 
their understanding, and for all of their help in getting us through 
this stressful tragedy. 

OK, so it didn't really happen that way but, it felt like it did. We 
need to hear both success stories and horror stories about dealer 
service from all of our members. This was my recent experience 
when the engine on my Road King let go. Suburban Harley -
Davidson was responsive, the Motor Company was responsive, the 
warrantee was never an issue and, the whole incident was not too 
dissimilar from experiencing a medical trauma. 

The mark of a good manufacturer is not only the quality of the 
product that they sell but their commitment to standing behind 
their product. On those rare occasions when a quality product fails, 
a good dealer is a necessity in upholding the manufacturer's com-
mitment to their customers. Fortunately, I had both; a good dealer 
and a committed manufacturer. Feels good to get a friend out of 
the hospital, doesn't it? 

Caution Corner 
Most media related to our sport have a Safety Corner, or a column, 
where safe riding tips are discussed. Seems like a misnomer when 
articles always seem to discuss unsafe acts and situations. So, 
more appropriately, we're calling this column The Caution Corner 
because we'll talk about situations where we need to be cautious. 

Now, lengthy columns aren't read but short columns are. We'll try 
to keep things short. Often they'll just be reminders. If you've 
encountered an unsafe situation, or you have an idea, do your 
brothers and sisters a favor and put it in this column. All of us will 
appreciate it. 

Sunday's Little Angels Ride, I noticed, as we'd slow 
down for a stop, riders would look down at controls, 
gauges, the street, etc. Approaching an intersection is a 
critical time when a lot can go wrong. When your head is 
down, you're not watching far enough in front to react to 
a sudden situation. 

Before you adjust your radio, talk on the CB, look down 
at gauges, controls, or anywhere but forward, check 
your lane ahead first for potential sudden situations. If 
the lane is clear, far enough ahead, then you can safely 
divert your attention for a few seconds. 
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Board Meeting 05/04/98 
The Board met with the following in attendance: Ric Case, George 
Lax, Carl Bender, Vic Wojtas, Rob Mann, Vince O'Leary, Terry Kumro, 
and Wayne Kirkpatrick. 

ROAR was discussed regarding the change of Editor from 
Karlen to Barry Hulden. Barry will also do the printing. This April 
issue Barry printed, although late because of the change in printers at 
the last minute, was excellent quality. It was agreed that we will reim-
burse Barry for his material, all future input for ROAR will go to 
Barry in MS Word format or hard copy, we will try to establish a col-
umn on safety, and the suspense for getting info published in ROAR 
will be the 20th of each month. 

The responsibility for advertising in ROAR will now change from 
George Lax to Barry Hulden. 

Free, business card size ads were approved for Mikey Trikey and 
O'Traina's. 

We still have no date for our Annual Picnic. Ric Case will review our 
'98 Events Schedule, coordinate with Tom Eisman, and present avail-
able dates to the Board for approval at the next Board meeting. 

The idea of an annual Top Cats' calender was discussed. Concept is to 
sell the calender. The Board will not make a decision until they see a 
prototype and a cost estimate. Barry and Wayne will work on a proto-
type. 

Little Sturgis, 19 - 21 June is now a three day event. It looks like we'll 
have two groups riding up on the 19th. Bard will lead a group from 
Egg Harbor Restaurant in Barrington leaving around 2:00 pm and 
Jim Heiland will lead a group leaving around 6:00 pm from a location 
TBD. A third group, if there is enough interest, may leave mid morn-
ing on Saturday, 20 June. Hotel rooms are going fast. If you need a 
place, you might try one of the hotels on the list that was provided at 
the meeting. 

George Lax and Chris did a great job as Road Captain for the Door 
to Door ride on 19 April. Our thanks to them and everyone who had a 
hand in it. 

Ric Case reminded everyone that, even though we have rides sched-
uled, we don't have road captains for every event. The equation is sim-
ple...no road captain...no ride. Our thanks to John Eliasik and Terry 
Kumro for taking the lead as Road Captains for the 11 July Moonlight 
Ride and John Kahles for doing the 7 June Sunrise Ride again. The 
only event remaining with no Road Captain is the 26 September 
Sunset Ride. Hint, hint, hint. 

Ric informed everyone that the membership cards were printed but, 
require a minor correction. They will be available at the next meeting. 

Everyone was reminded that the start point for the Little Angles Run is 
the Main Street cafe, Wauconda at 8:00 am on 17 May. Charlie 
Ensslin is Road Captain and he runs things on time so don't be late. 

Finally, the $55.00 50/5ö was won by Gordon Tapley. 

General Membership 
Meeting 04/07/98 
Dona Tossing reported a balance of $1,600.61 with an additional 
$400.00 in the Fall Charity Ride expense account. 

Jim Heniff addressed the group and informed them of the many bene-
fits of joining the American Motorcycle Association (AMA). Everyone 
was encouraged to join this worthwhile organization. 

Bard Boand introduced Paul Sonday, old biker and new owner of 
Woodstock Harley - Davidson. Paul discussed his dealership and invit-
ed everyone to stop by. 

ROAR was handed out to meeting attendees. General comments were 
very positive on the quality of ROAR thanks to Karlen and Barry. 

Sandy Vernon announced that the Fall Charity Ride Sponsor brochure 
has been published and passed out copies. Tom Malia, as the 
Corporate Fund Raising Chair, will handle the distribution of the 
brochures. 

Our ride in support of the Pony Express Ride for Breast Cancer will be 
on Sunday, 19 July. Plans are to ride to Wisconsin, stay Sunday night, 
and ride the Pony Express leg to Chicago on Monday, 20 July. Sandy 
and Brett Bacci are coordinating the ride. Details will follow in 
ROAR. 

NISRA held their annual Awards Banquet on 24 April at the Holiday 
Inn in Crystal Lake. Top Cats were represented by Sandy Vernon and 
Terry Kumro who reported that it was a terrific event. 
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Biker Culture 	Update on the Pony 
Bumper stickers seen on foreign made bikes: 

A day without sunshine is like, uh, night 

On the other hand...you have different fingers 

Backup my hard drive? How do I get it in reverse? 

I got lost in thought. It was unfamiliar territory 

Seen it all, done it all, can't remember most of it 

I feel like I'm diagonally parked in a parallel world 

Honk if you love peace and quiet 

Bumper stickers seen on American bikes: 

Save the whales. Collect the whole set 

Diplomacy is saying "Nice doggy" 
until you find a big rock 

Change is inevitable unless it's from 
a vending machine 

Those who live by the sword get shot 
by those who don't 
How much deeper would the ocean be without sponges? 

Pardon my driving, I'm reloading 

He who laughs last, thinks slowest 

Facts of life, biker style: 

A ceiling fan can hit a baseball a very long way. 

When you hear the toilet flush and the words "Uh Oh..." it's 
already too late. 

Brake fluid and bleach make smoke. Lots of smoke. 

Anything worth fighting for, is worth fighting dirty for. 

Suicide is the sincerest form of self criticism. 

If you think there's good in everybody, you haven't met everybody 
yet. 

All things being equal, taller people use more soap. 

If you can smile when things go wrong, you must have someone in 
mind to blame it on. 

The more you run over a dead cat, the flatter it gets. 

The trouble with life is that you're half way through 
it before you realize it's a do - it - yourself thing. 
Not one shred of evidence supports the notion that life is serious. 

No matter where you go, there you are. 

Express '98 Overnight 
Final plans are being made for the Overnight Trip to Milwaukee on 
July 19th for the Pony Express '98 Tour. I will announce the 
arrangements at the June 2nd meeting and answer any questions 
you may have. 

If you cannot actually ride in the Tour, please consider coming to 
Milwaukee with us, attend the medallion pass and on to dinner 
with Fellow Top Cats. 

For those of you who are saying, "Just what is this Pony Express 
Tour bit she keeps talking about?" Let me refresh your memory ... 
This is a nationwide motorcycle tour put on by the Women's 
Motorcyclist Foundation on behalf of the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation. 

Beginning in St. Joseph, MO on 6-20-98 and then dropping down 
to Dallas, TX, the Tour will involve a relay course that will cir-
cumnavigate the United States on a 15,000 mile route returning to 
the South Fork Ranch in Dallas for the closing ceremonies on 8-
16-98. 

I am a Principal Rider for the leg of the Tour between Milwaukee 
and Chicago on the 20th of July. This means that I will have the 
honor of carrrying one of the three parts of the medallion that will 
be passed from rider to rider the entire length of the 15,000 mile 
Tour. This medallion will be divided and put back together at the 
beginning and end of each leg signifying that by all of us working 
together, we CAN find a cure for breast cancer. 

100% of all donations given to the Pony Express Tour '98 will be 
given solely to breast cancer research at the Susan G. Komen 
Breast Cancer Foundation. All donations are tax deductible. 

You must be a registered rider to ride in the actual Tour. To be a 
rider, you must commit to raising $250. I am proud to say that six 
Top Cat members have signed on to the Tour and will be riding 
with me on July 20th. There is always room for more! 

If you cannot ride the actual Tour leg, Please consider giving a 
donation to support our Top Cat riders. Remember, breast cancer 
can affect each and every one of us. It could be your wife, mother, 
daughter or the person that is sitting next to you at the next meet-
ing that is fighting this battle today. We ride today so that they 
may be able to ride with us in the future. 

Sandra Vernon 
Charity Events 
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Barry T. Hulden 
President 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
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Mihey's Trikey's Sewing 

CIGARS 
CARL BENDER, C.E.O. 

CARLBENDER@AOL.COM  

ORDER ON—LINE 
WWW.VCIGAR.COM  

800-367.0153 ORDER 24 HRS. 
847-381-5652 Local. NUMBER 

(630) 530-0530 
229 W. Stone Rd. 
Villa Park, IL 60181 

rO 

Custom Sewing 
Patches, Zippers Maps 

Custom Body jewelry 

rO rO rflikey 847-358-3167 

ALES - SERVICE / ALL MAKES 
ES1DENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

LAKE COUNTY 
HEATING 

AIR CONDITIONING, INC. 

GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
COOLING 
HUMIDIFICATION 
AIR DUCT CLEANING 
SHEET METAL 

535 S. MAIN ST. UNIT A-3 • WAUCONDA, IL 60084 • (847) 526-1410 

LAKE ZURICH 
(847) 540-9100 

pModeling • Rendering • Animation • Quicklime VR 	[  i I G  141  c 
Eric Lax 
V.P. Engineering 

550 Frontage Road Suite 2793 • Northfield, IL 60093 
847.784.0307 phone 847.784.0310 fax 
www.rendereddesigns.corn • elax@rendereddesigns.com  

111 10 1411 
"Tour gfarfey Specialist 

108 W. State Rd. 
Island Lake,I1 60042 (847)487-7225 

THE BEST CUBAN STYLE CIGARS YOU CAN 

PURCHASE LEGALLY IN THE UNITED STATES, 

AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 

DAVE KACIREK 

2119_1( PerArrnance & Repair 
Harley Specialist, Strip to Street 

BARRY T. HULDEN 
PRESIDENT 
815.356.7598 
FAX: 815.356.0019 
MODEM: 815.356.0029 

110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60Q84 54 LOU AVENUE • CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS 60014 

( -1) 	---1-1()() 

PHASE ONE 
PRINTING CORPORATION 

MCI 
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